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ments were so closely interdependent. Exact timing
was imperative, since three separate forces were
employed, and for this was needed not only a good
Headquarters plan, but the most assiduous Staff
supervision from hour to hour. Moreover, the
failure of any one unit would jeopardize the success
of the whole. Such a risk is inevitable in any elabo-
rate movement, but in this case it was accentuated
by the fact that a considerable portion of the attack-
ing force was wholly untried. The three new divisions
destined for the attempt had never before been in
action.

On the afternoon of Friday, 6th August, the 8th
Corps at Cape Helles made a general attack upon the
Turkish position at Achi Baba. The attack was
boldly delivered, but failed to win its objective, and
there were many losses among the leading battalions.
This engagement was intended as a holding battle,
and as such it must be regarded as successful. In
the area of the Anzac Corps took place an action
which was in many ways the most desperate and
brilliant that Gallipoli had seen. This was against
the immensely strong position known as Lone Pine,
and the high gallantry of the Anzacs5 performance
may be realized from the fact that of the nine
Victoria Crosses awarded for the August battles at
Gallipoli seven went to the conquerors of Lone Pine.

On Saturday the 7th, at dawn, the main operation
began. The attacking forces had been divided into
two columns of assault, one of which was to advance
up the gulleys on each side of the Tables Tops
Ridges, against the summit of Chunuk Bair, while
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